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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
15, 2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 25-26. 28-33, 35-38, and 40-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Moran (US Pat 6.430,542) in view of Atkins (US Pat 

4.953,085) . 

Re Claims 25,32 and 37: Moran discloses a method, system and computer 
program for providing automated coaching for a financial modeling and counseling 
system over a network to a user comprising; 

• Inputting personal financial data of a user (Col 11, lines 41-43) 

• Inputting user preferences (Claims 1-6) 

• Inputting user financial goals (Col 1 1 , lines 45-46) 

• Inputting external financial market data (Claims 1-6) 
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• Processing the personal financial data, the external financial market data, 
the user outputting automated coaching advice presented in a natural 
language format, wherein the automated coaching advice includes a 
proposed product configuration formulated to comply the user 
preferences and the user financial goals; and a projection of an effect of 
the proposed product configuration on attaining the user financial goals 
(method steps of Figs 3-39); wherein part of the personal financial data 
includes an aggregated cash flow model, an investment target value, a 
target date for achieving financial user financial goals (fig 42). 
Moran does not disclose 

• Wherein the coaching device is directed to the personal financial data 
preferences and financial goals of the user and; 

• Wherein the proposed product configuration includes recommended 
securities for the user to purchase from a larger set of securities 

Atkins discloses a system for the operation of a financial account for effecting an 
improved personal financial management program. Atkins discloses, "through a 
mathematical programming function the client specifies his financial objectives, a 
forecast of economic and financial variables, risk preference and the budgetary 
constraints to which he is subject. The mathematical programming function suggests 
investments and credit facilities to the client to best realize his financial objectives (Col 1 
line 67-Col 2 line 5)." 
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It would have been obvious to someone skilled in the ordinary art at the time of 
invention to include the teachings of Atkins to the system of Moran to allow an individual 
to have complete control and authority of their investments while still receiving outside 
advice. In this manner, an individual would not need to hire a professional financial 
advisor, thereby saving money, but could still receive assistance with their investments. 

Re Claims 26,33 and 38: Moran further discloses a method, system and 
computer program wherein part of the personal financial data includes an aggregate 
cash flow model, an investment value, a target date for achieving financial user financial 
goals, or an investment portfolio (see abstract). 

Re Claims 28, 35 and 40: Moran further discloses a method, system and 
computer program wherein the automated coaching advice in natural language format is 
an interpretation of numerical data (Col 25, lines 52-55). 

Re Claim 29: Moran further discloses a method wherein the user preferences 
include a risk tolerance, an investment style or a market attitudes (see Fig 30, 87). 

Re Claim 30: Moran further discloses a method wherein the user goals include 
retirement, purchasing a house, purchasing a car, going on vacation, or paying for 
college (Fig 18). 

Re Claims 31, 36 and 41: Moran further discloses a method, system and 
computer program wherein the automated coaching advice provides live coaching over 
the network (Col 2, lines 16-19). 
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Claims 27. 34 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Moran in view of Atkins as applied to claims 25. 32 and 37 above respectively, and 
further in view of Maggioncalda et al. (hereinafter Maggioncalda US Pat 5.918.217). 

Re Claims 27,34 and 39: Moran in view of Atkins discloses the claimed method, 
system and computer program of claims 25, 32 and 37 respectively but does not 
disclose wherein the financial market data includes values of various indices, 
performance history of various securities, or prices of various securities. Maggioncalda 
discloses wherein the financial market data includes various market benchmark indices, 
performance history of various securities (i.e. volatility), or prices of various securities 
(see abstract). It would have been obvious to someone skilled in the ordinary art at the 
time of invention to modify the method, system and computer program of Moran in view 
of Atkins by adapting the teaching of Maggioncalda to provide the user with a more 
complete view of the financial market data and therefore give them a better 
understanding of investment opportunities. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 25-41 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Harbeck whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8123. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 571-272-6799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




